CHAPTER VI.
THE PASS OF RONCESVALLES.

IN 778 an event happened which has made a noise
in the world quite disproportionate to its actual im-
portance.

The grandson of Karl of the Hammer, Karl the
Great, King of the Franks, though not yet Roman
emperor, was gathering to himself the greater part of
the lands which had once owned the dominion of the
Caesars, and looked on Spain as one of its provinces.
Three invitations took him thither : Itusain-el-AJbdari,
who had been wali of Zaragoza, but had been deprived by
Abd-el-Rhaman, and Kasim, a son of Yusuf, both came
to him at his great diet of Paderborn, to entreat his
aid against the Ommeyad, whom they viewed as an
usurper ; and, more honourably, the Gothic King Silo,
who reigned in right of his wife Adosinda, Alfonso's
daughter, promised to submit the little Gothic kingdom
of Oviedo to the great Frank if he would aid it against
the common enemy.

Karl accepted the invitation, and inarched south-
wards. He divided his forces into two bodies. One
entered Spain by the Pass of Roncesvalles, to the
west, under his own command ; the other, led by his